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In This Issue 
• Around Town With Gary 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Wine Tasting 

• Golf Outing 

• Knight of the Month 

• Field Agent 

• Photo Album 

• Many misc. items 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday Weekly Rosary 

Saturday Weekly Communion 

SPCR 

 

June 

06/08 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

06/11  Middle School Summer 

Camp Cookout   

06/14 Membership Mtg - 

SPDT Rempe 

 

July 

07/06 Officers’ Business Mtg. 
07/10  Wine Tasting Event 

07/12 Membership Mtg - 

SPDT Rempe 

07/19  Golf Outing  

 

August 

08/02 Ladies Auxiliary 

08/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

08/09 Membership Mtg - 

SPDT Rempe 
08/21  Bags Tournament & 

Picnic 

TBD     Council Community 

Mass 

 

September 

09/06 Ladies Auxiliary 

09/07 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

 

 AROUND TOWN WITH GARY 

Brother Knights, 

Doesn’t it seem like we missed spring and are now into full blown 

summer?  Well there are a lot of “spring like” items to undertake 

before we can sprint into summer and some are explained below.   

Last month, the Council voted to approve our 2021/22 Fraternal 

Budget that was originally presented in the April Membership meeting.  The key items 

in our new budget are highlighted in this issue.  So now we are ready for the new year.   

Even though we are looking forward, we still have a number of items to complete in 

this month before turning the page to Fraternal Year 2021/22.  As you have been 

informed via our electronic communications and at multiple Membership meetings, we 

will have our officer elections at our June 14 Membership Meeting.  It would be great 

to have a good turnout for the election and to support your new officers.     

In other news, on Friday June 11 we have been asked to do what we do best…cook.  

Our middle school will be ending their summer camp and the Knights are asked to 

cook, rain or shine, for about 150 kids, parents and counselors.  The event is from 5-

8 pm but we will start cooking at 3 pm to serve at 5 pm.  Sign up at our Council signup 

page and join the fun.  

As Illinois and our church begin to open a little more, we are looking forward to re-

establishing our 6:30 social hour prior to the Membership meeting.  If we want to move 

forward with the meal portion of the social hour, we may be forced change how we 

serve the food.  Stay tuned for future meeting updates.    

At the June 8 Officers meeting, the officers decided to discontinue our dual meeting 

format after June and to revert back to in-person attendance.  We appreciate the effort 

of all our members to help work through our technical challenges as we learn how to 

pull off virtual or dual meetings with our changing location.  I want to thank all of you 

who have cut us a lot of slack as we limped along in this process.  

Many councils have shut down during this Covid-19 crisis.  St. Charles has gone the 

other way in seeing what needs to be done, and then making them happen almost 

without skipping a beat.  In doing so, your Council has been recognized as a model for 

others to follow.   

This is my final monthly letter as Grand Knight of Council #12497.  It has been an 

absolute honor and privilege to serve you and the St. Patrick / St. John Neumann 

community.  The best part of this has been getting to know you, the members, better 

and to call you Brother Knights and friends.   

 

Vivat Jesus, 
Grand Knight Gary 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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09/13 Membership Mtg - 

SPDT Rempe 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand 
 

4th Degree Exemplification -

TBD 

 

Council Officers 
Grand 
Knight Gary Stopka 

Chaplain Fr. John 
Kladar 

Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Greg 
Sengstock 

Chancellor 
Roman 

Seckel 

Recorder 
Chris 

Vonderhaar 

Financial 
Secretary 

Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 
Guard David Richter 

Trustee 

(3 Year) 
Hank Brill 

Trustee 
(2 Year) 

Paul 
Clementi 

Trustee 
(1 Year) 

Jim Gebhardt 

District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

 
Council 

Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Marty Kleker 

Faith  
Director 

Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 
 

Jim 
McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 

Family 
Directors 

 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 
Chris Barone 

 
Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER     by Fr. John Kladar 

 

Around this time of year we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi. 

Many of us know that the Eucharist is the source and summit of our 

Faith, yet we are all aware of the recent PEW research that came out 

saying that 70 percent of Catholics do not believe in the true 

presence. With this in mind I wanted to give you these paragraphs to 

ponder in your heart on the gift of the Eucharist.  

Why does Jesus give himself to us as food and drink? 

God made us a part of his family through the sacrament of Baptism, but we are not 

his adopted children, for we are a part of the body of Christ. Through the mystery of 

the Incarnation, Christ has brought us into himself.  This bond is difficult to 

comprehend or to understand fully, but it is intimate and more profound than we could 

ever imagine. God doesn't only want to have a relationship with us; He wants us to 

become Him. When we receive the Eucharist, it gives us spiritual strength. Unlike when 

we eat an apple, and it breaks down into sugar and fiber and becomes a part of us, 

when we receive the Eucharist, we become God. It is in the core of our being to become 

God. This should almost sound scandalous. Until we think about Who God is... God Is 

Love.  

When the bread and wine become the Body of Christ, why do they still look and taste 

like bread and wine? 

During Mass, when the priest says the prayers of consecration, as Catholics, we believe 

the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. This process is called 

transubstantiation. This theological term refers to the "substance" of a thing changing, 

while the "accidents" remain the same. If you have two chairs, one made out of metal 

and the other wood, they may have different weights or heights; regardless of the 

construction material, it's still a chair. Basically, accidents are anything that allows us 

to understand the qualities of a chair. The substance of a thing is its nature. So at 

Mass, the accidents remain the same, but the substance changes. This doesn't happen 

naturally, so every time we go to Mass, we witness a miracle.  

 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

 

 

 

A list of planned council activities is included later in this Unitas issue. 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
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Chris Barone 
Culture of 

Life Director 
 

Fred Karl 

 

 

 

Reminder……..Council and Officers Meeting Location Changed to SPDT Rempe Building Corner of 5th and 

Cedar, Room 107 

Did you know that the Officers meetings are open events and members are welcome to attend?  This is the best 

opportunity to discuss events and issues at length prior to Council meetings.   

The June Council meeting will be a dual in-person/virtual meeting.  Beginning July, all meetings will revert back to in-

person only. 

      

 

Election For 2021/22 Fraternal Year at June Council Meeting June 14 

Voting for officers for the 2021/22 Fraternal Year will be held at the June 14 Membership meeting.  We hope to see 

you there to cast your vote!  

Officer nominations remain open so please prayerfully consider joining the officer’s team to help lead your council 

through the pandemic.   If you are interested or have any questions, please email gk@kofc12497.com or call 630-

824-7285. 

 

Fraternal Year 21/22 Budget Approved May 10 

During the May 10th membership meeting, the members were given a presentation of the budget plan for the 2021/22 

Fraternal Year July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  After discussion, the proposed budget was voted on and passed 

by the members.  Below are a few of the highlights of our Council financial situation and the approved 2021/22 

Fraternal Year budget.   

Summary Fraternal Year 21/22 (estimate through April 1) 

Total Planned Revenue      $13,540 

Total Planned Expenses    ($19,645) 

Net Increase/Decrease     ($6,105) 

Although we have not closed out the 2020/21 year.  Again for 2021/22 and in keeping with the past wishes of the 

members to reduce the excessive general fund balance, the new budget will reduce the general fund balance by 

$6,105.     

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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Due to the unusual situation brought on by the Covid-19 Pandemic and resulting close down of our events, our 

estimated ending 2021 balance actually increased $7,110.01 to $24,536.66 instead of a planned decrease.    

The table on the left below highlights the total non-discretionary general accounts revenue and expenses.  The table 

on the right shows the State and Supreme assessments both mandatory and non-mandatory. 

                    

 

 

Marquette Assembly 188 4th Degree News Corner 

One of the important functions of our 4th Degree Assembly members is to serve as honor guards for various church, 

member or civic functions.  The 4th Degree is the Patriotic Degree.  

Since Supreme adopted a new uniform policy, many regalia members and new 4th degree members have not adopted 

the new uniform.  As a result, sadly there have been events where the Assembly has not been able to field an Honor 

Guard.   

If you are a 4th degree, please consider the $100 rebate offer (explained below) and join our Assembly Honor Guard.   

Are you a 3rd Degree Knight? 

If you are a 3rd degree knight, consider becoming a 4th degree Sir Knight.  For more information on the 4th 

Exemplification or completing your 3rd degree, contact one of our Council officers or Jason Lynch the Assembly Faithful 

Navigator.   

$100 Uniform Rebate Extended 

The 4th Degree Marquette Assembly is offering a rare opportunity to those who do not yet have the full 4 th degree 

uniform.  They are offering a $100 rebate of to any member purchasing the full new 4th degree uniform to encourage 

participation in Assembly activities.   

Please consider taking advantage of this benefit.  For more information, go to the Assembly website at 

http://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=188 or contact one of the Council officers. Please consider taking advantage of 

this benefit.  For more information, go to the Assembly website at http://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=188  or contact 

one of the Council officers. 

 

 

 

K of C #12497 2021/22 Budget RECAP Total

Estimated Non Discretionary Fund Balance 6/30/21 24,536.66$  

Total Revenue Dues and Tithe $7,040.00

Total Council Administrative Expenses ($6,720.00)

Net Council Monthly Meeting Revenue/Expense ($1,450.00)

Summary Total Activity Expenses ($11,475.00)

Other "Illinois in Action" Programs

Other Identified Revenue/Expense Programs

Golf Net Revenue/(Expense) $0.00

Special Olympics Net Revenue/(Expense) $0.00

IDF Net Revenue/(Expense) $0.00

"Pies By The Guys" Net Revenue/(Expense) $4,500.00

Market Garden Revenue/(Expense) $2,000.00

Total ($6,105.00)

($6,105.00)

Estimated Ending Balance Non-earmarked Funds 6/30/22 18,431.66$  

(6,105.00)$   

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://uknight.org/Assembly.asp?A=188
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Update Your Contact Information….. 

Have you moved, changed jobs or changed your contact information?  If you moved recently, since joining the Council 

or changed your preferred phone or email, have you notified the Council to update your contact information?  If not, 

you may be missing out on information from our Council, State Council or the Supreme Council. 

 

Please check with the Financial Secretary or Grand Knight to ensure your records are up to date.  

 

 

Flag Day is June 14….show your Patriotism and fly your flag 

Did you know? Flag Day was an idea that began in our Fox Valley in Batavia IL by resident Bernard Cigrand on June 

14, 1885.  President Woodrow Wilson and Congress made it official in 1916.   

 

 

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

 

During these crazy times, the Officers 

decided to change it up a little and award 

Knight of the Month, not to one person and 

not even to a Knight but to a group.   

This month’s Knight of the Month goes to the 

Charity Garden Market Committee which 

includes both members of the Ladies 

Auxiliary and Council members.   

The Committee spent countless hours 

planning, organizing and implementing their 

new concept of an on-line only ordering 

through the drive-through pickup on May 

8.  A truly amazing and very successful 

event.   

Thank you to the chair Caroline Ehmann, her 

Lax team and our own KofC committee 

members; Denny Marquis, Paul Clementi and 

Bill Roth for a job well done!   

See more photos from the event, in the Photo Album below. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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WINE TASTING! 
 

K of C Wine Tasting  

Saturday July 10  

4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

St. Charles Wine Exchange 

1 Illinois Street, St. Charles, IL 

 

Our Council has organized an event to support the Golf Outing and provide fellowship among the Knights and their 

friends.  Please bring your spouse, friends, etc. to this complimentary wine tasting and social event. 

The Wine Exchange contributes bottles of wine as gifts / auction items for our Golf Outing participants. Come and 

sample several different wines. We also encourage you to buy a bottle to contribute to our Golf Outing. 

Come by the Wine Exchange -- it is sure to be a lot of fun, and will help support the success of the golf outing.  And 

what a great way to invite and introduce a prospective brother Knight to our Council! 

 

KNIGHTS GOLF  
  

YOUR SWING IS BEST WHEN YOU HAVE THE FEWEST THINGS TO THINK ABOUT – Gary Player 

 
The golf committee has been hard at work for the 22nd Annual Chuck Hollenbach “Never Give Up 

on Life” Memorial Golf Outing on Monday July 19th at Elgin Country Club.   As a reminder 100% 

of the proceeds go to the Corbella Clinic. 

The web site to register is up and ready to take reservations: http://kofc12497.com/  

We need your help and participation!  The financial dynamics 

of a golf outing are, the entry fee paid by the golfer covers 

the facility cost, golfing, lunch and dinner, but the proceeds 

that we give to the Corbella Clinic comes from Sponsorships 
(donation varies), Hole Sponsors ($250), Live and Silent 

Auctions, and on course games. 

 

 

We need your help finding sponsors and auction items. Here are some suggestions: 

• Ask your employer, vendors, and customers if they would like to be a sponsor? They will get signage 

recognition on the course and at the dinner. 

• Ask your employer, friends, vendors if they would donate an auction item or give away items? Employer 

logoed items? 

• You donate a bottle of bourbon that will be combined with other bottles for an auction item. 

• You donate a dozen golf balls or a bottle of wine to be used as prizes, or auction items. 

• Put together a foursome of golfers. Great event for your customers. 

We are delighted to announce that Steve Kashul will be our MC at our Golf Outing! Steve has served as the 

pre-game, halftime, and post-game host for the Chicago Bulls.  Steve will share an insider’s view of work with the 

Bulls players and coaches. Steve's comments will be interesting and he will be open to questions from the attendees. 

Steve will bring a special addition to our post golf activities. 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/
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We need everyone's help to make our outing a success and maximize our contribution to Corbella clinic. 

Please contact Jim Connor Cell: 847-417-0522 or Email: jimcon3@comcast.net to get involved. 

 

 

ROSARY - JOIN US EVERY MONDAY AT 6:15 
 

Bill Roth will continue to lead our weekly virtual Rosary.  Consider setting aside 20 minutes to 

pray with fellow Knights and LAX members.  Please join us every Monday at 6:15 for 20 

minutes of praying the Rosary.  

Watch for the video link / call-in info in Flocknotes.  

 

 

 

ROADSIDE CREW VICTORIOUS 
 

Once again our council's intrepid roadside crew battled the forces of destruction on Saturday, May 22nd and dealt 

another losing blow to the team of unnamed litterers.  

As if having to battle with early summerlike heat and piercing 
rays was not enough, your band of brothers fearlessly 

attacked and overcame the pandemic's panoply of cans, 

bottles, plastic and paper goods carelessly tossed along 

Randall Road.  Brother knights Bill Goetz, Bill Hinkley, Jeff 
Ricketts, Jon Mielke, Ken Konetzki, Paul Braddock, Rick Olson, 

Steve Groshek, Jim Gebhardt, and Bob Gilmartin finished their 

work and limped off into a reward of shade, ice water, and tall 

stories.   

A good time and a good deed for the community was enjoyed 

by all!  More pics are in the Photo Album below. 

P.S.  Please consider joining our team this Fall.  This is a great way to meet brother knights and start getting 

involved.  The time commitment is short (about 1 1/2 hours).  The outdoor setting is perfect for conversing (which a 

meeting often makes difficult). 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 
Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information 

page and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 
provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimcon3@comcast.net
http://kofc12497.com/
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FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

Summer is right around the corner. We know this year has been unpredictable in many ways, but let’s be honest, 

pandemic or not, life is unpredictable. My family and I faced several challenges as we started this year including an 

unpredictable crisis with my Father.  

We can’t always see what the future will bring, but you can plan for the unexpected and develop greater certainty 

for what your future may hold through planning and goal setting. Remember that as a member of the Knights of 

Columbus I am your partner on your journey to help chart this path, to prepare for and to face the unpredictable.  

This spring and summer, I suggest that you take stock of your financial future. The Knights of Columbus has 
partnered with industry leader Advicent to help us help you. My St. Charles office uses this state-of-the-art software 

to provide you with a comprehensive financial plan and needs analysis. With it I can help you take stock of where 

you are today, where you want to go, and how close you are to achieving your goals. I can help you identify any 

gaps in your coverage or issues you should address. This will give you a comprehensive look at where you stand. 
While many other companies charge for this kind of service, the Order has invested in this software to help us 

agents help our members. Financial planning and needs analysis’ are free of charge as a fraternal benefit of 

membership.  

I feel I have a special bond of brotherhood with all my members and I am committed to helping protect Catholic 
families…your family…while furthering the vision of Blessed Michael McGivney. In closing, many members refer to 

their Field Agent Relationship as one of the greatest benefits of membership with the Knights of Columbus and I look 

forward to delivering on this promise to you and your family. Please take time to meet with me and take advantage 

of this free benefit of membership. 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Matthew Kling FSCP, Field Agent | Knights of Columbus, 303 East Main Street, Saint Charles, IL 60174  

Direct: (630) 485-8705, Main: (800) 380-9995 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 

Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

 

Date Category Event 

June Faith  Weekly Rosary 

June Faith  Outdoor Communion Service Assist - SPCR (Saturdays) 

6-Jun-21 Council Corpus Christi Honor Guard - St. John Neumann 

6-Jun-21 Council 
Corpus Christi Honor Guard - St. Patrick downtown / 
Lincoln Park 

8-Jun-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

11-Jun-21 Community Middle School Summer Camp Cookout - SPCR 

14-Jun-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

   

July Faith  Weekly Rosary 

6-Jul-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

10-Jul-21 Life Wine Tasting with the Knights 

12-Jul-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

19-Jul-21 Life Golf Outing-'Never Give Up on Life' 

19-Jul-21 Life Baby Shower-'Never Give Up on Life' 

      

August Faith  Weekly Rosary 

3-Aug-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

9-Aug-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

Aug-21 Faith  KofC Council Community Mass -Quarterly 

21-Aug-21 Community KofC Bags Tournament and Picnic 

 

  
 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Well-organized garden market drive-thru pick-up! 

 

 
 

budding young gardners 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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The real beneficiaries of our 

Garden Market 

 

 
 

Randall Road looking more clean! 

 
 

Thank you to our roadside cleanup crew! 
 

 
 

May Membership meeting in our new 
meeting space downtown in the Rempe building 
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